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AN ORDINANCE 


IN RELATION TO THE 


PUBLIC LIBRARY. 





In Committee on the Public Library, March 28. 1855. 
Voted to report in print. : 
Attest : 
‘Y EDWARD CAPEN, Clerk. 


oe. re ae  - oad 
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In Common Council, March 29, 1855. 


The Joint Standing Committee of the City Council on the 
Public Library, to whom was referred an Ordinance providing 
for the Establishment of a Board of Commissioners for the 
erection of a building for the Public Library of the City of 
Boston, having given to it a careful consideration, unanimously 
recommend the adoption of the accompanying Ordinance in place 
of the one referred to them. 


ROBERT COWDIN, 
ALBION K. P. JOY, 
CHARLES WOODBERRY, 
ROBERT I. BURBANK, 
JONAS H. FRENCH, 
BENJAMIN F. STEVENS, 
JOSEPH BUCKLEY, 
JOSEPH A, POND. 


CHD. Yin, O  ipB.0; 8E-OcN:. 


An Ordinance in addition to an Ordinance, providing for the 
establishment of a Board of Commissioners on the erection 
of a Building for the Public Library of the City of Boston. 


Be it ordained by the Aldermen and Common Council of the 


City of Boston, in City Council assembled, as follows : 
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Sxction 1. There shall be chosen by the concurrent vote 
of the City Council, during the month of April or May of 
the present year, and in the month of January hereafter, 
until the Public Library Building shall be completed, three 
persons from the City Council,—one from the Board of <Al- 
dermen, and two from the Common Council,—who shall hold 
their office for the then municipal year, and till others, are 
elected in their stead, and who shall, with the following 
Commissioners now elected, viz., Robert C. Winthrop, Samuel 
G. Ward, George Ticknor and Nathaniel B. Shurtleff, consti- 
tute a Board of Commissioners for the erection of the Public 
Library Building of the City of Boston. The four persons 
Jast named shall hold their office until the completion of said 
edifice. 

Sect. 2. The said Commissioners shall procure the erec- 
tion of a suitable building for the Public Library. They 
shall select a proper plan and design for the construction of 
the said edifice, [shall cause full working drawings and 
specifications of its several parts to be made ;]| shall make 
contracts for all the labor and materials requisite therefor ; 
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shall superintend the building thereof until its completion ; 
and shall have the sole charge, care and responsibility of the 
building, warming, lighting, ventilating, draining, and fur- 
nishing the said edifice; and all the contracts, bargains and 
agreements of the said Commissioners, made in pursuance 
of the authority hereby vested in them shall be binding upon 
the City. . The amount of money to be expended by the said 
Commissioners shall be determined by concurrent vote of the 
City Council, [and at no time shall the aggregate amount of 
all contracts entered into, and money expended by said Com- 
missioners exceed the amount previously appropriated by the 
City Council for the erection of said edifice. | 

[Sect. 3. The said Commissioners shall give notice in the 
newspapers in which the Ordinances of the City are pub- 
lished, of the time and place for the exhibition of such plans 
and specifications as may be necessary to enable contractors 
to make their estimates of the proposed work. 

No proposal shall be received by the said Commissioners, 
from any person offering to contract for such work, unless 
the same is sealed; and no proposal shall be opened except 
in Board of Commissioners actually assembled: and the 
contents of no proposal shall be made known to any person 
not a member of the Board, until after a contract shall have 
been made: provided, always, that if any such proposals 
shall be offered by persons who, in the judgment of the said 
Commissioners, shall be incompetent to perform their con- 
tracts in a workmanlike manner, or irresponsible in respect 
to their means of faithfully executing the same, the said 
Commissioners may, in their discretion, reject any such pro- 
posal, notwithstanding the same be at a lower rate than 
other proposals offered for the same work. | _ 

Sect. 4. The said Commissioners shall meet at stated 
periods, and cause a record of their proceedings to be kept, 
and for this purpose the Librarian of the Public Library shall 
act as their clerk; and they shall make a report of their 
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5 doings to the City Council, once in six months, and oftener, 
6 if thereto required by a vote of the City Council. 

(Sect. 5. The Superintendent of Public Buildings shall 
2 render such services in the erection of said Building for the 
3 Public Library, as may be required of him by said Commis- 
4 sioners, if said services shall be such as are required of him 
5 in Sect. 138, of an Ordinance concerning Public Buildings, 
6 passed July 1, 1850. | 

Szct. 6. The office and duties of the said Commissioners 
2 shall continue until the said Library shall have been com- 
3 pleted, and be ready for the reception of books; and in case 
4. of a vacancy by death or resignation, the said vacancy shall 
5 be filled by a concurrent vote of the City Council. 

Sxct.. 7. All Ordinances and parts of Ordinances incon- 
2 sistent with this Ordinance are hereby repealed. 
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